
Judah Brown Project 
MEDIA KIT

OUR MISSION 
 
To protect children of all ages from drowning and to make sure every child and every parent is equipped  
to stay safer in and around water. 

ABOUT JUDAH BROWN PROJECT
 
We provide scholarships for survival swimming lessons for children ages four and under, whose parents cannot afford 
them otherwise. We provide scholarship funding for children over the age of four who are in financial need, so they 
can get swimming lessons and learn how to save themselves in a water emergency. We host CPR classes at reduced 
cost for anyone over the age of 10 years old and require them for all parents of our scholarship recipients. We provide 
trainings to children’s groups of all ages, in various settings. We provide specific and relevant training for parents, 
teachers, counselors, and caregivers, as well as appropriate training for medical and pool professionals. We provide 
water safety literature to pediatricians, obstetricians, schools, day cares, counseling centers, pool companies, and 
anyone else who has direct contact with children or their parents.

 
Questions? Contact Annette Courtney at annette@judahbrownproject.org or call (832) 618-6382.

mailto:annette%40judahbrownproject.org?subject=Media%20Inquiry


 

JUDAH’S STORY
 
Judah Levi Brown was a lively, happy, vivacious, curious, and 
adventurous boy. He was a blue-eyed, blonde-haired firecracker, who 
was always into something and usually into everything. He loved life 
completely and soaked up every bit of it he could, as often as he could. 
His love of life was infectious. You just couldn’t help but smile when he 
was around. He was a kind and loving boy who always wanted to know 
everyone’s name. He loved zebras, elephants, paw patrol, chocolate, and 
spending time with momma, daddy and his six siblings.
 
He was a water baby. He absolutely loved the water and would play in it 
all day, if momma would let him. Knowing this, we got him swimming 
lessons early. We were told that he was taught how to rescue himself, 
if ever he needed to, but he actually wasn’t. We practiced these 
techniques with him regularly. We did all we knew to do to make sure 
he stayed safe, especially around water. We never would have imagined 
that even with all of this, we did not do enough to protect our boy.

 

 
 

We still cannot believe or process the absolute 
confusion and horror of the day he died. 

 
 
 
We were at a friend’s BBQ, at their apartment pool, and all of our kids were swimming. Judah had a puddle jumper on, because 
I thought it would keep him safe. After around 20 minutes of frolicking with his siblings and their friends, Judah was cold. He 
got out of the pool and asked for a drink and his towel. After several unsuccessful attempts to wrap him up, I decided to take his 
puddle jumper off of him, so I could dry him off. It was the worst mistake I ever made. 

Once I got him warm and wrapped up in his towel I helped him find a chair to sit in, next to me. We had all been sitting very 
close to the pool, watching the kids and periodically counting heads. Judah wanted my chair and he tried to push me out of it. I 
remember laughing and telling him that he was being bossy. I didn’t know those would be the last words he would ever hear his 
momma say to him.
 
I sat him down again and began watching the pool and talking to my friend. Judah somehow slipped away from off his chair 
without anyone seeing and got back into the pool, without his puddle jumper. It would have been only a minute or so since I 
had last seen him out of the pool, when we counted heads again and noticed he wasn’t with me anymore. My friend and I ran 
around, frantically looking for him and calling his name... “Judah... Baby boy... JuJu...”

Judah Levi Brown 
6/10/2013 - 9/26/2016



It was several minutes before I found him in the pool, just past the stairs... 
completely submerged and lifeless in the water. He was halfway to the bottom 
of the pool, which I found out much later meant that his lungs had filled almost 
completely with water by the time I found him. I froze. I just... couldn’t... move. I 
couldn’t think. All I could do was stand there, shaking uncontrollably, screaming 
his name. “JUDAH! NOT MY BABY... Oh GOD, please don’t take my baby... NOT 
MY BABY...” 
 
My friend rushed past me and took him out of the water. His limp little body 
was patches of purple and blue. He wasn’t breathing and she couldn’t find a 
heartbeat. 

My friend called 911 while my husband and hers took turns giving Judah CPR, 
until the ambulance came... nine minutes later. I shrieked at them to move 
faster. Everything... everyone was moving so slowly and I couldn’t understand 

why they weren’t running to save my baby. Someone told me later that they were.  

At some point, the paramedics were able to get his heart going again and we made the long, awful drive to the best pediatric 
trauma  hospital in Houston, where he would spend the next two and a half days in PICU, in critical condition and on life support. 
He was in cardiac arrest for, they are guessing, around 35 minutes, most of which was time they spent resuscitating him. 

The news from doctors wasn’t good from the start. They told us that he was without oxygen to his brain for so long that he had 
less than a 30% chance of survival and even if he did survive, he would be severely brain damaged and dependent on machines 
for just about everything, for the rest of his life. 
 

 

I heard what the doctors were telling me, but I could  
not understand their words. 

 
 

I could not make them penetrate into my brain. I could not understand that my vibrant little boy, so full of life, could be splashing 
with his brothers and sisters and kicking me out of my chair and then, less than an hour later, be lying on a hospital bed in a 
coma, unable to even maintain his own body temperature by himself. 

Just... no... all we could do was wait. So, we waited. We watched. We held each other, as we held vigil over our precious child. I 
held his cold hand and cried, as I begged him to move it... just a little... just give me a sign... anything to let me know that he was 
still there and ready to take on this fight. The strong little boy I knew, who climbed up my chest in the moments after his birth, 
had to be able to fight this. Dear God... let him fight this.

All along, the doctors had seen a slight reaction in Judah’s left pupil, indicating that he still had some sort of brain activity, and 
if there was brain activity, there was still hope. For the next day and a half, they kept seeing the reaction... and then, it was gone. 
All reactions were gone. The MRI’s tried to confront my husband and I with the truth. Judah’s brain could not withstand the 
damage. He was gone.



The hospital staff allowed Judah’s siblings to come and see him, one last time, 
and then they completed their official brain death assessment. He failed it. 
They did another, 12 hours later, and he failed that one too. In between those 
assessments, they did a nuclear test, to see if any blood was flowing into his 
brain. There was none. They pronounced him brain dead and we were quietly led 
into a cold, numb office, where we would begin the process of giving his brave 
heart and precious organs to other boys and girls who needed them. Judah’s 
doctor interrupted, to inform us that Judah had gone into cardiac arrest, but had 
been resuscitated again.
 
A few minutes after that, we saw a bunch of staff in Judah’s room, running 
around, and heard one doctor yell, “This is too much for his body. I’m calling it”. 
Judah had gone into cardiac arrest for the third and final time. His beautiful little 
heart just couldn’t handle any more, and it gave out. 
 
Judah died at 9:51p.m. on September 26, 2016. 

We buried him that next week. We were and we are and we always will be 
completely devastated. He was the youngest of our 7 kids. He was our only child 
together. He was our last baby. He is our baby. He will always be our Judah-bug.  
 
When I was sitting in the PICU, helplessly watching Judah die, I learned that 
drowning is the the number 1 cause of death in children ages 1-4. I learned 
it’s number 2 in ages 4-14. I learned 77% of all drownings are boys... and I got 
angry. I got angry the first time I was hearing these things was when my child 
lay dying... becoming one of those statistics before my eyes.  
 
Why didn’t I hear this from pediatricians? Preschool? Why wasn’t it in any of 
the many parenting books I always relied on to help guide me? 

Moms can’t take their babies out of the hospital when they are born, unless 
there is a properly placed car seat in the car. We hear all about car seat safety 
from the time we learn we are pregnant. But drowning is 14 times more likely to 
be a child’s cause of death than a car accident. Why are we not even addressing 
this major killer of our children? 

I was more than angry. I was livid. 
Then I got a Facebook message from Judah’s preschool teacher. She wanted to 
do a fundraiser for our family, to help us with the medical bills that were going to 
be astronomical, from all of the care Judah had needed. What started out as a 
small fundraiser, ended up blossoming into the Judah Brown Project. 

The Beginning of Change: 
Annette and Christi 
 
Annette was Judah’s preschool 
teacher. When Christi, Judah’s mother, 
was at the hospital and Judah was 
on life support, Annette called her, 
asking her what she could do to help. 
She wanted to do something big. Not 
flowers or a card or meals… something 
much bigger. 

Christi told her that all she knew 
was she could not let other parents 
suffer with the loss of their child like 
this. She could not let other kids die 
from drowning when it is so often 
so preventable. Christi felt angry, 
because she had never been warned 
about the dangers of water or told the 
specific steps needed to truly keep 
children safer. She didn’t want other 
parents to suffer because of the lack 
of knowledge that stole her little boy 
from her. 

Annette took Christi’s words and 
created the Judah Brown Project at 
a time when Christi and her husband 
were too devastated and weak to do 
it themselves. She founded it, grew 
it, and nurtured it with her heart for 
Judah and for the safety of all children. 
When Christi was strong enough, 
she joined Annette and now the two 
lifelong friends are working hard to 
save little lives, together.

Annette (left) and Christi (right)



His teacher took the helm and built a foundation for our little boy, when we just didn’t have the strength to do it ourselves. 
I told her I needed other parents not to go through the hell I now live each day. I wanted pediatricians to have and give the 
information they needed, to keep the children they see safer around water. I wanted the first-points-of-contact: pediatricians, 
teachers, caregivers, and parents to know how quickly and easily drowning can happen and I wanted this message spread as far 
as it possibly could.  

We began developing our water safety pamphlets, which tell parents and caregivers 
all of the layers of protection that a child needs, to stay safer around the water. We 
started by handing them out to anyone who would take one. Our pamphlets are 
now in over 130 pediatric locations in the Houston area and around the country. 
They are being passed out to parents daily. We have ambassadors in multiple 
states, including many in our home state of Texas, who help us spread our message 
with pediatric caregivers and families.

We now raise funds and provide survival swim lessons for children whose parents 
cannot afford them. We now go into schools, libraries, people’s homes, doctor’s 
offices... anywhere we can, to provide training to children and also to caregivers and 
professionals, on what drowning looks like, how easily and quickly it can happen 
and how to keep children safer around the water. We attend children’s festivals, 
expos and events, to tell our story and reach more families with our message. We 
hand out water watcher tags and talk to parents about the need for appropriate 
supervision of their children around water.
 
Not many know puddle jumpers give kids a false sense of security. They don’t 
know children under the age of five cannot comprehend it is the puddle jumper 
keeping them afloat and not their own ability. The puddle jumper makes them brave 
and unafraid to walk into the water without it on. It puts children in the drowning 
position (vertical) in the water and creates muscle memory for that position, 
creating a situation where children can drown even faster. 

Not many know there’s a difference between survival swimming lessons (your 
child being able to save themselves if they were ever to fall into the water) and 
traditional swimming lessons. Children under the age of five don’t generally have 
the upper body strength or the ability to coordinate their arms and legs well enough 
to successfully learn and use traditional swimming strokes. They can and need to 
be taught a roll-over-to-float, which they can do as soon as they can sit up on their 
own, and then a swim-float-swim pattern, starting at the age of one year old. Most 
people don’t know it takes multiple layers of protection to truly keep a child safer 
around water, because if one layer fails, you need the rest to hold strong.

 
After our tragedy, we After our tragedy, we 
learned that it only learned that it only 

takes 30 seconds for takes 30 seconds for 
a small child to drown a small child to drown 
and that drowning is and that drowning is 
very often completely very often completely 
silent. It does not look silent. It does not look 

like it does on TV. like it does on TV. 
There are no splashes, There are no splashes, 
no noises to indicate no noises to indicate 
that it is happening. that it is happening. 
It happens almost It happens almost 

entirely underneath  entirely underneath  
the water line. the water line. 

  
__________________________  

  
I did not know I did not know 

these things. Most these things. Most 
people don’t know people don’t know 

these things.these things.



Judah Brown Project exists to change all this. We exist 
to save little lives, by carrying Judah’s story and planting 

his legacy in the hearts of children and their parents,  
as far as we can possibly reach.



 
 
 

10 
people die of unintentional 

drowning every day.

 
 
 

70% 
of drownings happen  

when a parent is present.

 
 
 

80% 
of child drownings happen  

in swimming pools.

FACTS + STATISTICS 
 
 
Drowning is the #1 cause of death in children ages 1-4. 
It is the #3 cause in children ages 5-19 years old.  
It is the #3 cause of unintentional death worldwide, with 1-4 year olds being most at risk.

 
In 2019, Texas was the leader in drownings in the  

United States, followed by Florida and then California.

30 
seconds is the time it can take  
for a young child to drown--the  
same amount of time it takes  

to answer a phone call  
or send a text. 

2 
people per minute die by  

drowning in the world.  
Of that, more than 50 percent  

are children.

88% 
decrease in the risk of drowning 

among young children is  
assocated with participation  
in formal swimming lessons.

Sources: US Consumer Product Safety Commission, WHO, CDC.



WHERE DONATIONS GO 
 

Scholarships for Survival Swim Lessons to Families

CPR Training to Parents and Caregivers of Young Children

Creation and Distribution of Water Safety Brochures 

Support of Dedicated Full-Time Members

OUR REACH
 

389 partners nationwide and that number continues to grow daily.

 

5,007 
elementary students trained  
in water safety and drowning  

prevention since Judah Brown  
Project started visiting schools. 

This number grows daily.

 

118 
pediatricians, doctors,  

hospitals, dentists  
carry our pamphlets.

 

61 
pool companies and  
builders nationwide  
carry our pamphlets.

 

57  
ISR instructors and survival  

swim instructors nationwide  
carry our pamphlets.

 

75 
schools and daycares  

nationwide  
carry our pamphlets.

 

79 
individuals, businesses, etc. 

nationwide carry  
our pamphlets.

Make a Donation 
 
 

VISIT 

judahbrownproject.org/donate

https://judahbrownproject.org/donate


Judah Brown Project  
was selected and endorsed in  

2018 and 2019 by its community  
as one of the Top-Rated Nonprofits  

using GreatNonprofits.

 OUR FEATURED SPONSORS

MORE TRUSTED SPONSORS
100 Women Who Care - CY-Fair

Team Kareem

National Drowning Prevention Alliance

Greater Houston Pool Management

Sunny Day Pools

Greater Houston Pool Builders

Life Saver Pool Fence Systems

Southern Charm Pools

Gulf Coast Ford

Live Like Jake

Miss Tristan Foundation

Josh the Otter

Safe Kids Worldwide

Survival Swim School of the Brazos Valley

A-Beautiful Pools, Inc.

American Western Steel

Platinum Pools

The Smilin’ Rylen Foundation



Carolina Nicholas
Dr. Nicholas has been a pediatrician at Texas 
Children’s Pediatrics for 14 years. She has lived 
in Houston since 1994 and in Spring, Tx since 
2005. She studied biochemistry at Rice University 
and attended medical school at McGovern 
Medical School in Houston. Dr. Nicholas joined 
Judah Brown Project in 2018. As a pediatrician, 
pool safety is an important topic that pertains 
to children. She was blessed to be Judah’s 
pediatrician for a short time before he passed. She 
was extremely honored to join the project and to be 
able to participate in an organization that will do so 
much good for so many children.

 FEATURED BOARD MEMBERS
Mark Brown
Board Chairman 
Mark is Judah’s father and blessed to have spent 
3 wonderful years with him before his death. Mark 
is looking forward one day to being reunited in 
heaven with Judah. Professionally, Mark is a CEO 
of a Houston charity and an ordained Episcopal 
Priest. Mark is also a Reserve Deputy with the 
Harris County Sheriff’s Office.

Yalisha Reed
Yalisha is a mother of two and a 20 plus 
years educator who is currently serving as an 
Educational Diagnostician. Of her greatest gifts 
from God, was the survival of her now 16 year old 
daughter, who experienced a near fatal drowning 
at age two years 11 months. Yalisha’s heart 
for the advocacy and survival of children with 
diversities is her greatest accomplishments.

Dan McInnis
Dan is the owner of Greater Houston Pool 
Management and Greater Houston Pool 
Builders. He spent his younger years swimming 
competitively, which is what led him to his passion 
of all things aquatic. He spent his teenage years 
lifeguarding, teaching swim lessons and lifeguard 
classes. Dan is a graduate of the University of 
California Davis. He was a member of the UCD swim 
team and spent his summers coaching swimming 
and teaching swim lessons. Everything he did 
professionally kept leading him back to the aquatics 
industry, which eventually brought him to Houston. 
Dan is a proud father of three amazing children and 
shares his life with his incredible wife, Jennifer.

Jeri Cleere
Deeply impacted by her nephew Judah’s death, 
Jerilyn has advocated for better water safety 
education and preparation, first with other Moms, 
and now as a member of the Judah Brown Project 
board. Jerilyn spent 10 years as an educator 
in public schools and now works at a nonprofit 
preschool.

Garrett Thibodaux
Garrett is a territory manager with Stellar Sales. 
He has been in the swimming pool industry since 
1998. Born in New Orleans, he’s lived in Houston 
since 2005 and is also involved in PTSA.

Cynthia Cedeño
Treasurer 
Cynthia Cedeño, Board Treasurer, is our financial 
go-to person. She was born and raised in Mexico 
City and has 3 children.  This graduate of Texas 
A&M University (and a true aggie at heart) owns 
an accounting and tax preparation firm in the 
Northwest Houston area that specializes in non-
profits. When she heard Judah’s story, she wanted 
to be involved in this mission of educating every 
child and adult about water safety and drowning 
prevention. 

Shellie Stasny
Shellie has been certified and has taught survival 
swim lessons for the last 9 years (Survival Swim 
School of the Brazos Valley) and has 35 years 
experience in teaching swim, including stroke 
work, adult learn to swim lessons, open water 
swimming, and training triathletes.

Amy R. Ragan
Amy Ragan has 32 years of experience in 
nonprofit fundraising, marketing and special 
events, half of which she has served as the Chief 
Development Officer for Houston Food Bank. 
Ms. Ragan has been the staff lead for three 
capital campaigns all of which met or exceeded 
their goals and leads a team of 30 people to 
raise funds and awareness for the food bank.  
Ms. Ragan is a member of the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals, the 2018 recipient 
of AFP Houston’s Outstanding Fundraising 
Professional Award and a 2020 HBJ Women 
Who Mean Business Honoree. She most recently 
joined the Board of the Judah Brown Project. 
She received her B.A. from Vanderbilt University.



 FOR MEDIA INQUIRIES CONTACT 

Annette Courtney at Judah Brown Project
12319 Bowsman Dr., Tomball, TX, 77377

Email: annette@judahbrownproject.org
Call: 832-618-6382 

Download Judah Brown Project’s Photo Package 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qo7p76snb7t8r5x/JBPmediaphotoszip?dl=0

 MEDIA DOWNLOADS

Download Judah Brown Project’s Logo Package 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/164a09vgx36hip8/JBPlogos.zip?dl=0

mailto:annette%40judahbrownproject.org?subject=Media%20Inquiry
https://www.dropbox.com/s/164a09vgx36hip8/JBPlogos.zip?dl=0
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